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PAWS FOR A CAUSE
Promoting the Human-Animal Bond

Writer Gailynne M. Ferguson and Hunter

“Dogs are not our whole life but they
make our lives whole.” Roger Caras,
(5/28/28 – 2/18/01) former president of the ASPCA



The latest news on pets, service dogs, therapy
dogs, law enforcement and military working
dogs



Legal news



Profiles of humans helping animals



Shelter news



Book recommendations

WELCOME TO MY NEWSLETTER
I have been a freelance writer for many
years. I tried my hand at many genres: mystery,
historical, sports and entertainment but I have
always drifted back to human interest and animal
articles. It is here that I am most comfortable with
my writing.
I have had the absolute privilege of
meeting many people that have committed
themselves to strengthening and promoting the

2-YEAR OLD ARGUS AND 1-YEAR OLD
FIONA SHOT & KILLED BY NEIGHBOR

positive relationship of the human-animal bond that
I just had to share their stories. My news pieces
will be current and the profiles will be dedicated to
the average person who goes above and beyond.
IN THIS ISSUE:
● Family pets killed and community is outraged.
PA Senator Andrew Dinniman responds.
● Marcy Tocker, coordinator for the Animal Rescue
League of Berks County’s Grey Muzzle Foster
Program
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DOGS FATALLY SHOT:
SUSPECT ARRESTED
CHESTER SPRINGS, CHESTER COUNTY, PA
72-year old Gabriel Pilotti shot and killed his neighbor’s
two Bernese Mountain dogs: one in the head and the
other as it was running away. Initially he told police they
entered a sheep enclosure and were “after” his sheep.
Mary Bock, mother of five small children and legal owner
of 2 year old Argus and 1 year old Fiona told reporters
that the dogs had escaped her 2-acre fenced yard in an
area where a fallen tree damaged the fence days before
and instinctively started “herding” Pilotti’s sheep. They
had only been out of their yard, unsupervised, for five
minutes before being killed according to news reports. A
state law forbids the police of filing criminal charges.
Pilotti’s only response was “I shoot first.” According to
NBC 10 news, Pilotti’s neighbor, Bob Boden, stated Pilotti
shot two pit bulls a few months before for killing two
sheep and an alpaca.

PENNSYLVANIA’S LAW
According to Pennsylvania law, “any person may kill any
dog which he sees in the act of pursuing or wounding or
killing any domestic animal, wounding or killing other
dogs, cats, or household pets, or pursuing, wounding or
attacking human beings, whether or not such a dog bears
the license tag required by the provisions of this act.
There shall be no liability on such persons in damages or
otherwise for such killing.” Archaic as the law is, it
stood...but only for a short time.

ANIMAL CRUELTY CHARGES FILED
Pilotti’s actions were in total disregard to the animals and
people in the area and the killing of two family pets
outraged the community. They wanted Pilotti held
accountable even though the law clearly stated otherwise
based on the initial facts of the incident. A further
investigation produced new evidence and allowed the
District Attorney to file animal cruelty charges as well as
recklessly endangering another person since there was a
house within the line of fire.
Pennsylvania Senator Andrew Dinniman announced just
days after that shooting that he will propose legislation to
amend the state’s dog law in order to protect future pets.
Dinniman was recently successful in the passage of
“Daniel’s Law’ which passed October 18, 2012 as HB2630.
(See sidebar for more information).
Death threats have been made towards Pilotti and his
sheep since the incident on 2/12/2013. Let’s just hope
justice is served and the archaic law will be amended.

“A DOG’S BEST FRIEND”
PENNSYLVANIA SENATOR ANDREW DINNIMAN
FOUGHT FOR DANIEL, A GAS CHAMBER SURVIVOR
AND HE’LL FIGHT FOR FAMILY PETS LIKE ARGUS
AND FIONA.

House Bill 2630 ended carbon monoxide gassing of
animals and decommissioned the gas chambers still
used in parts of Pennsylvania to euthanize animals.
http://www.senatordinniman.com/lawmakers-approvedinnimans-initiative-to-end-the-gassing-of-dogs-and-cats
“Studies have shown that the way we treat animals is
directly related to the way we treat each other. My
hope is that as we treat our pets in a more humane
and kind way, we will also learn to treat each other in
a more humane and kind way.”
Senator Andrew Dinniman

BOOK RECOMMENDATION
UNTIL TUESDAY
Fmr. Capt. Luis Carlos Montalvan with Bret
Witter

For Army Captain Luis Montalvan, Tuesday
became his whole world when he returned
home with physical wounds and crippling
post-traumatic stress disorder after two
tours in Iraq. Until Tuesday is a remarkable
first-hand account of a golden retriever who
found it hard to trust people but learned to
help and trust a wounded warrior. It reveals
the true strength and impact of the humananimal bond. http://until-tuesday.com/
Star Rating 5/5
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MARCY TOCKER AND THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF
BERKS COUNTY’S GREY MUZZLE FOSTER PROGRAM
“Imagine living your entire life in one home and then losing everything that is familiar...your family, your
home, your entire environment. Now imagine that loss coupled with coming to a shelter filled with strange
noises, sounds and smells.” Animal Rescue League of Berks County’s Grey Muzzle Foster Program Brochure

MARCY TOCKER MEETS TINY
All of Marcy Tocker’s dogs growing up were rescued from the
SPCA so she knew firsthand the love these dogs could
provide...even if they were old or needed special treatment.
When she moved to Berks County to attend Penn State, she
came across a large shelter, the Animal Rescue League of
Berks County (ARL), where she volunteered nearly every
day. But, it was a 17 year old Chihuahua named Tiny that
had been turned into the shelter that captured her heart and
served as the inspiration for the creation of the Animal
Rescue League of Berks County’s Grey Muzzle Foster
Program for senior and special needs dogs.

With a little

persuasion, the ARL board agreed and the ARL of Berks
County’s Grey Muzzle Foster Program was launched with
Marcy at the helm.

THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BERK’S
COUNTY’S GREY MUZZLE FOSTER PROGRAM
Since its inception in 2009, Marcy, the staff and volunteers at
the ARL have successfully placed 500 senior and special
needs dogs and cats with foster families through the program
and many have moved on to permanent loving forever
homes. For Tocker, “It’s the best feeling in the world when
.

you can look a senior or special needs pet in the eyes and tell
them that everything will be okay.”
To improve the quality of life of those dogs that have been in
the shelter for a very long time and to increase their
adoptability, the Animal Rescue League of Berks County has
recently launched Kennel Companions.
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FOR MORE INFO ON ARL OF BERKS COUNTY’S GREY MUZZLE FOSTER PROGRAM:
http://www.berksmontnews.com/article/20120412/NEWS01/304129998/thegrey-muzzle-foster-program
http://www.berksarl.org/howtohelp.htm

QUARTERLY ANIMAL SHELTER
RECOMMENDATION
Animal Rescue League of Berk’s County
Visit their Facebook page for current
events, adoptions & fundraisers

If you have a story, or
organization you would like to see
highlighted, please E-Mail @:
gailynneferguson@verizon.net
For more animals stories please
visit my Website at
http://doingitwrite.vpweb.com

